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India, is 500 miles long and its greatest width
is 150 miles, the total area covering 54,000
square miles or about the size of the State of
Arkansas. The ruling caste is of Rajput
origin and preserves many of the rights and
customs of this warrior clan. Command in
the Nepalese army is hereditary.
Until recent years Nepal has done little to
develop the vast resources of timber, iron,
copper, lead and coal. Khatmandu, the capi-
tal, is no longer one of the forbidden cities
to foreigners; its population is 50,000. Pop-
ulation of the country, 5,500,000,
NEPHRITE, nefrite, a compact variety
of amphibole, ranging in color from white
to dark green. Numerous carved ornaments
made from this mineral, chiefly in Chinese
and Mexican collections, are known as jade.
It was formerly believed that a piece of
nephrite worn or carried on the person would
cure kidney diseases, hence the name, derived
from a Greek word meaning kidney.
NEPHRITIS, nefrftis, the term applied
to any disease arising from inflammation of
the kidneys. Bright's disease, one of the
most serious of kidney disorders, is described
in alphabetical order under that heading.
Any disturbance of the kidneys should be
carefully diagnosed by a competent physi-
cian, as interference with the proper working
of these organs is liable to affect other vital
organs. See kidneys.
NEFIG-ON.   See nipigof.
NEP'ISSINGr.   See nipissing.
NE'POS, cornelius, a Roman author of
the first century b. ov the contemporary of
Cicero and Catullus. The only extant work
attributed to him is a collection of short
biographies. These biographies contain
many errors, but supply information not ob-
tainable elsewhere.
NEFTUNE, in classical mythology, the
god of the sea, known to the Greeks as
Poseidon. He was a son of Saturn and
Rhea and a brother of Jupiter and Pluto
and was regarded as inferior in power to
Jupiter only. Neptune Vas not entirely
satisfied with his share of the universe and
attempted at one time to take Jupiter's
kingdom from him, in punishment for which
attempt Jupiter condemned bim to serve for
a time Laomedon, king of Troy. Laomedon
set him to build the walls of the city, and
in this he was assisted by Apollo. The
treacherous Trojan king, however, refused to
pay to the gods the rewards which he had
 promised, and Neptune, to punish him,
created a great sea monster, to which a beau-
tiful girl was sacrificed each year. This
punishment continued until the monster was
finally killed by Hercules.
Neptune also attempted to acquire the
supreme power over the city of Athens, and
for this purpose he entered into a contest
with Minerva, agreeing that the city should
be named for the one who created the most
useful gift. Minerva created the olive tree,
and this was regarded as of greater benefit
to mankind than the horse, Neptune's gift,
and the city was accordingly named Athens,
from Minerva's Greek name, Athene. Nep-
tune was represented as a man of middle age,
somewhat resembling Jupiter, but with less
of dignity and kindliness in his aspect. He
rode about over the surface of the sea in a
chariot drawn by sea horses, and waves were
stilled at his approach.
NEFTUNE, the eighth planet from the
sun and, excepting Pluto only, the outermost
member of the solar system, its mean dis-
tance from the sun being about 2,800,000,000
miles. It is about 33,000 miles in diameter
and about one and three-fifths times as far
from the sun as Uranus, which is next near-
er. It revolves around the sun once in 164
of our years. Neptune is wholly invisible to
the naked eye, and it is difficult to find and
study through the telescope. It was dis-
covered in 1846 in a position which had been
indicated independently by two different
astronomers. Many had searched for it, and
it was at last found at the exact point where
it must be to produce the otherwise unac-
countable motions that had been observed in
Uranus. This is regarded as one of the great
triumphs of astronomy. Soon afterwards it
was discovered that Neptune has one moon,
moving about it from east to west. Through
the telescope the planet is so faint and far
away that little can be learned about it, and
it appears only as a faint body of bluish
tint. See planet.
NEREIDS, ne'reidz, in classical mythol-
ogy, sea nymphs, daughters of Nereus and
Doris and constant attendants on Neptune.
According to some accounts they were human
in form; according to others, they had the
tail of a fish. They were usually represented
as riding about in the sea on horses or
dolphins.
NE'REUS, in classical mythology, the
father of the fifty Nereids, the wise "old man

